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follow AMbedo:f&b cover Artist:

Mikhaila Alexis @ambedomagazine17 

@whinemum @ambedobendigo

WeLCoMe
AMBEDO; noun. A kind of melancholic trance in which you 
become completely absorbed in vivid sensory details - soaking 
in the experience of being alive.

Ambedo aims to inspire readers in making a positive impact in 
their lives and those around them, and create a better 
awareness of the local arts, music, events, business and most 
importantly, youth culture. You are our contentand inspiration. 
Our core team has helped put together everything that you see 
here. 

Our goal is to create something that the local youth can rely 
on as a portal into the community of Bendigo and everything it 
really has to offer. As people, we want to be as open and honest 
as we can with our content, so that you, the reader, can feel like 
you are part of our community.

Welcome, enjoy, and get involved!
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Mathilda and fellow student organisers of the 
Bendigo Strike, Pearl and Amelia, revealed that 
they received ‘nothing but support’ from local 
people in power. Specifically, they mentioned 
local members Lisa Chesters and Jacinta Allan, 
who spoke in support of the movement. In 
organising the event, these students were sup-
ported widely by peers, made new friends along 
the way and formed connections all throughout 
the community.
 
Mathilda decided to attempt to make a difference 
when she and her peers recognised that Climate 
Change is a real issue affecting their future. They 
know that they do ‘have a voice’ and saw an op-
portunity to use it. According to these students, 
the aim in organising and promoting the strike 
in Bendigo was to ‘raise awareness to the fact 
that climate change is a huge problem and is not 
being dealt with as it should be’.Hundreds of students, parents and other

members of the community attended the strike 
held in Bendigo, which was organised by local 
high school student Mathilda Stewart with help 
from friends and other members of the commu-
nity. Humphrey, the chocolate Labrador puppy, 
stole the show as the mascot of the event, even 
sporting a banner proclaiming his support for 
the movement. 

Mathilda and fellow student organisers of the 
Bendigo Strike, Pearl and Amelia, revealed that 
they received ‘nothing but support’ from local 
people in power. Specifically, they mentioned 
local members Lisa Chesters and Jacinta Allan, 
who spoke in support of the movement. In 
organising the event, these students were sup-
ported widely by peers, made new friends along 
the way and formed connections all throughout 
the community.

The Time For Action

 Tess Brown-Sarre

On Friday the 15th of March, 2019, school 
students all around the world stood up and 
rallied for action from the 
government against Climate Change. The 
School Strike for Climate Movement 
started with Swedish student Greta Thun-
burg and does not have an end in sight. 
 
According to the School Strike for Climate 
Australia website, 150,000 people in 
Australia and 1.5 million people in 110 
countries around the globe walked out of 
school or work to strike for Climate Action 
in an attempt to have their voices heard by 
those in power.

Is Now !

Humphrey the mascot, being a very good boy.
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These students and many others around the 
world all want ‘real action on climate change 
from leadership’. They walked out of school in 
the middle of the day amid waves of criticism 
and people telling them that the most valuable 
thing they can do for themselves is to ‘stay in 
school’. Whilst Mathilda, Pearl and Amelia do 
understand that attending school is valuable to 
their learning, they said they only walked out 
because they truly believed that ‘there wasn’t 
anything more important’.

Students and young people are the future of the 
Earth. They are attempting to make a change 
to improve their own future, but are often met 
with criticism or are disregarded as ‘activists’ 
who are ‘being too loud’. The organisers of the 
Bendigo Strike for Climate Action found that 
posters were being taken down at schools and 
teachers were on board with the movement, but 
were told ‘not to say anything’. 

The students concluded with one burning ques-
tion of those who disapprove of the strike and 
want them to stay in school: ‘Can we really value 
what we’ve learnt if our world is crumbling?’ 
Ultimately, they only want Climate Change to be 
‘recognized, labelled and dealt with as the crisis 
that it is’ by those in power. 

Photographer: Blayze Bell
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Cheyenne Cadence

The aromas coming from the food stalls and trucks was 
so amazing that everyone was waiting to get a taste of the 
mouth-watering cultural foods on offer. As the ques were 
very long, you better get there earlier next year as we all 
know ‘the early bird gets the worm’ whilst catering for 
gluten-free, vegan or vegetarian variations.

The music was a massive part of the festival so they brought 
in special performers from Melbourne to make you dance 
all night long. The event was very well organised that they 
make the audience feel like they belonged by getting 
everyone to participate.

When you enter through the vibrant archway, you are hit 
with loads of colours and at night the lights added to the 
atmosphere. You can see everyone sitting on their bright 
rugs and blankets just enjoyed themselves, immersed in the 
beautiful surroundings.

As this is a family-friendly event, there is many activities to 
keep the little ones occupied with such as arts & crafts, face 
painting, temporary henna tattoos, a circus area and 
enjoyable little shows that are held throughout the day and 
night.

This festival is a big crowd pleaser so we interviewed a cou-
ple of Bendigo citizens that attended, their overall opinion 
was “We love the different foods, it has great service and 
definitely all the cultures in one place is nice. It is a beau-
tiful night to be out in the park, the lovely food tastes and 
smells amazing while the kids get to come here and play.” 
So, by the sounds of it everyone had a great time, hope to 
see you at the festival in 2020 and remember to be Zinda.

Wow! What a gorgeous night 
down in our heart of 
Bendigo. A week-long event 
full of music, food, art and 
cultural diversity. Zinda is a 
family-friendly event which 
is held every year in Rosalind 
Park on Cultural diversi-
ty week every March, this 
multicultural event is where 
everyone from all cultures 
can have an opportunity to 
celebrate each other’s cultural 
traditions through music, 
dance, food and art. 

Last year, over 4,000 people 
attended the festival with rec-
reation of having a fun, colour-
ful time where we can all have 
peace and harmony. The word 
Zinda means alive, lively and 
vibrant in many languages like 
Dari, Bengali, Hindi, Urdu and 
many more.

A Celebration For All
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Zinda!

Photographer: Blayze Bell
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I was lucky enough to be able to volunteer for the Zinda 
Festival this year and meet some of the organising member 
and members of our multicultural community. Zinda means 
alive and lively in a number of languages and is appropri-
ately named. While the Festival runs for over a week the 
biggest even has always been the Zinda Night in the Park. 
This is multicultural music, performances, and different 
foods prepared by our wonderful Bendigo locals. 

To say it was amazing experience would be an understate-
ment. It was a wonderful experience being able to listen to 
a wide range of different cultural performance while being 
able to help serve delicious, home-made food from one 
the family operate food stalls. It was truly an eye-opening 
experience seeing many different cultures come together to 
enjoy a night of celebration and my stall often had people 
coming to greet the family I was helping with greetings and 
congratulation. 

For me however, the best experience was after I was able to 
take a break and really enjoying the atmosphere of the fes-
tival. Seeing so many different, people cultures and families 
simply enjoying the music, dancing and atmosphere was 
truly wonderful. It was between trying and failing to learn 
salsa dancing and watching an impressive fire display that 
the true importance of events like Zinda mean. To simply 
it’s about allowing a community to come together, and to 
show us that we really aren’t that different, we all want a 
place to call home, a safe, welcoming place for ourselves 
and our family. It was a way to allow others to experience 
different cultures in a fun way, to show that our cultural 
differences are not something to feared but celebrated. 
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Dear Chris

Change is hard. Creating 
change at times can seem 
overwhelming and frankly 
impossible. However, I refuse 
to believe that narrative and 
have sought to seek change 
in quite an odd way. Through 
letters. Physical handwritten 
letters. 

Ashley Eadon

,

I co-founded the program 
Dear Cris back in 2017 at the 
Heywire Summit in Canberra. 
Dear Cris is an 8 week pen pal 
program for Grade 5/6 
students. Dear Cris aims to 
expand the borders of young 
minds, combat racism and 
discrimination through hand-
written communication. The 
Dear in Dear Cris symbolises 
the beginning of a letter and 
the beginning of a friendship 
while the Cris is an abbrevi-
ation for Connecting Rural, 
Regional and International 
Students. 

Practically, Dear Cris connects 
students nationally and 
globally with pen pals so they 
can share personal experiences 
and consider domestic and 
international issues. 

Throughout the 8 week program the students work through a 
booklet that encourages them to think differently about them-
selves and communities through prompts and examples. 
Additionally the program is supported by Youth Facilitators who 
operate in Victorian schools. The Youth Facilitators are university 
aged leaders who assist the classroom teachers in implementing 
the program. 

Dear Cris Team Sarah Barber, Jesse Munzel and Ashley Eadon accepting their certificates of 
completion of the ABC Trailblazers Program, presented by the Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources the Honourable David Littleproud. 
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Today Dear Cris is run in partnership with The 
City of Greater Bendigo and has continued to 
be led by a committed and passionate team of 
young people. The pilot program ran successfully 
early 2018; it saw 120 students from Australia 
and the Philippines exchange over 400 letters. 
In the 2019 edition of Dear Cris, there will be 
approximately 6 schools involved with over 300 
students completing the program. The schools 
are expected to be located in Victoria, Tasmania, 
Malaysia, Fiji and Thailand.  

Dear Cris has truly changed the lives of the 
students who participated in our program. We 
have seen perspectives changed and witnessed 
the students growing in their understanding and 
acceptance of other cultures; all while improving 
literacy skills. 

So yes, while change can be hard. It often starts 
with a simple idea and the determination to turn 
that idea into reality. I hope the story of Dear Cris 
encourages you to turn the idea that you have 
into a reality. I encourage you to be brave and 
change the things that make you angry. 

If you want to get involved with Dear Cris 
email dearcrisprogram@gmail.com, like 
them on Facebook ‘Dear Cris’ or check out 
their website for more information: 
dearcrisprogram.wixsite.com/home

Students in the Philippines receiving their letters.

Dear Cris is a pen pal program that is funded by the ‘FRRR ABC Heywire 
Youth Innovation Grant Dear CRIS.’ The program has been accepted in 
the ABC Trailblazers program, pitched at Parliament House and featured 
by the ABC in both print and radio numerous times. 

The ABC is currently producing a short clip about Dear Cris that will 
be released later this year.  The clip is expected to reach hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

Students from Victory Christian College completing Dear Cris
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Art Submissions
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ART su bmissions

Brooke Barnes
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Teaghan Perryman

@tehriel
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Hidden Gems
Tucked away in the Centre Way Arcade lies Sailors 
Devil. A hobbit hole filled with tattoo artists, 
each scrambling for their own space in this very 
small, but energetic shop. Being right across from 
“Flight” means you are never starved before your 
appointment, nor unable to have a drink right 
after, provided you like craft beer and chicken. 

The buzz of the tattoo gun greets you when you 
walk in, the smell of ink filling your nostrils as 
you try and look for whatever hipster is about to 
tattoo you. As for the artist them selves, as of writ-
ing this there is 5 of them and 1 apprentice, each 
filling the walls with their unique and interesting 
designs. 

If this review doesn’t convince you,  they actually 
have a facebook page set up dedicated to their 
shop and you can view all their amazing work 
there. So whether you Have an idea in mind or 
just simply want to be inspired. Pop in and talk to 
one of them,  they will definitely help you out.

Across from the previously mentioned “Sailors 
Devil” is “Flight”. A locally owned and locally 
sourced chicken burger shop that will have you 
salivating as soon as the smell hits,  while they 
don’t offer a wide range, all their food beyond 
tasty and their presentation is always beautifully 
executed and most items can be made gluten free 
and they even offer a vegetarian option or two. 

With new menu items on the way,  including a 
burger called the Mac Bok (friend Mac and cheese 
patty with Cajun mayo and cheese) and now you 
have the option of up to 10 buffalo wings with a 
side of blue cheese. But this isn’t just about the 
food, Flight also is one of the biggest suppliers of 
craft beer in Bendigo their walls are filled with 
great tasting drinks, all relatively cheap and 
all are definitely a unique experience. So 
there is definitely no reason not to pop 
in for a burger and a beer. 

Jackson Raab
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@sailorsdevil

@flightbarbendigo
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 Michael Watson

When you do the dishes do you 
ever realise you have been play-
ing through nonsensical stories 
in your mind the whole time? Or 
when you shower? Drive/walk 
to work/school? If you go to 
school and the teacher is up the 
front, are you listening? Or are 
you off thinking in the mind?

I think a lot. I mean A LOT. 
Sometimes I feel like I’m the 
prisoner of my own mind! It’s 
exhausting constantly thinking. 
It’s even worse when you real-
ise you’re not even deliberately 
thinking; you’re not the one 
driving the thoughts, they’re 
just happening.

That’s why I’ve started to 
become present throughout the 
day. My days are much more 
enjoyable, peaceful and man-
ageable now! 

Being Present
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Do you often find yourself 
caught up in your thoughts 
throughout the day? Do you 
sometimes realise you’ve been 
on autopilot and not really 
HERE? Then this article is for 
you!

Regaining Your Power Over The Mind  

So what does being present actually mean? It’s quite simple, it 
means to be fully in the here and now. To not be caught up in the 
drama of your thoughts, but to be aware of your mind, body and 
your surroundings. Simply to just be. 

You may be thinking: “what is he talking about... I’m always here!” 
I’d like you to become aware of what your mind does when you’re 
washing dishes, showering, cleaning, driving or walking, or in class. 
I guarantee that you get lost in your thoughts – you just haven’t 
noticed that you have been!

Being present is so simple yet ironically it’s the most difficult 
thing to do constantly! Try it for a few seconds... 

Close your eyes, and take a deep breath in through your nose and 
exhale through your mouth. Let it all go. Continue to breathe as you 
normally would. Now become aware of all your bodily sensations; 
your feet on the floor, your clothes against your skin. Now become 
aware of the sounds around you; the birds, people chatting, cars 
buzzing. Be with this observation and awareness for a few breaths. 
Open your eyes and feel how calm and joyful you feel! Being present 
is fantastic! 

So the next time you’re at work, school or doing the mundane 
jobs (like cleaning, showering, cooking) just take 10 seconds and 
feel your breath, feel your body in contact with the ground or the 
objects you’re interacting with, listen to the sounds you are hearing 
and just absorb it all in, just noticing – not labelling or thinking 
about how they feel – but just noticing that you are feeling them. 

With practice, you will slowly gain more control over your 
mind and feel calmer, happier and more loving towards 
yourself and the world around you. The peace of mind and 
clarity that will wash over you is indescribable. 



18 /AMBEDO MAGAZINE

He pulls his weight slowly and heavily as he 
stalks across the plane. Streaks of vibrant 
colour glisten in the burning sun. 

His feline eyes do not falter, piercing my 
own gaze like a sharpened knife. I wonder 
whether his intentions are pure, protective 
or aggressive. 

I lower my hand as he approaches me.  Par-
alysed with fear, I do not back away. Any sud-
den movement could trigger his predatory 
instinct and I would not stand a chance.

I can tell he is overcome with curiosity from 
my presence. At the same time, I am acutely 
aware of how fast he can run. My feet are 
planted firmly on the ground, my only option 
leaving me wide open.

He stops in front of me. I know I am only 
moments away from either gaining a new 
friend or facing my worst nightmare. 

I close my eyes and open my heart, holding 
my hand outstretched in a welcoming 
stance. 

I feel the soft touch of his head against my 
hand.

He has accepted me. 

I slowly smile and return the favour. The 
palm of my hand rests atop his head, strok-
ing away any doubt and diminishing my own 
fear. 

I let out a sigh as he walks away.

Jet Set Radio is an Action Platform-
ing Game released in 2000 on the 
Sega Dreamcast and the Xbox. 
It was later emulated onto the 
PlayStation 3, Xbox 360 and PC. 
The game is centred around a 
youth gang called “The GGs” 
living in the fictional city of 
Tokyo-to. 

The gang is well known 
around the city from their 
inline skates, mass-graf-
fiti work, vandalism and 
generally, making trouble 
with the police.

Wide Open
Short Story
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 Tess Brown-Sarre  Connor Findlay

Jet Set
Radio:
Grind, Graffiti, Grand
Review

Illustrator: “Harsh Boogie”
(discount-supervillian.tumblr.com)
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Jet Set
Radio:
Grind, Graffiti, Grand
Review

Once you unlock Tab and Gum, you start the 
main campaign of the story. Players are shown 
a cutscene of a man in a radio studio, known as 
Professor K. He gives off tips and fills everyone in 
on the storyline. Without him, we’d just be 
skating around for no reason. Anyway, according 
to him, a new gang of taggers, known as “The 
Love Shockers”, are seen at the Shibuya-Cho Bus 
Terminal, The GGs Turf. So, playing as either 
Beat, Tab or Gum, we chase them away and have 
a run-in with the police. The chief of police, Cap-
tain Onishima is crazy to get the trouble-making 
kids. So much so, that he holds a revolver while 
active in the game. Also, just as a side note, in 
later levels of Chapter 1, he dispatches helicop-
ters and tanks to try and stop the taggers. It’s 
a bit extreme, although it is fun to play at this 
difficulty.

Once you scare off the Love Shockers, and paint 
over their graffiti, we’re shown a bit more 
information about the gangs in Tokyo-To. 

In Benten-Cho, City of Night in the West, there’s 
a gang that wears body suits, and work with 
machinery, known as “The Noise Tanks”. 

In Kogane-Cho, City of Sunset in the East, another 
gang that wears monster masks, called “Poison 
Jam”. These four gangs tag, terrorise and skate all 
around Tokyo-To, and their respective Districts. 
They don’t do anything like plan heists or rob
banks. Just tag

Anyway, that’s the first chapter. There are three 
chapters as a total, but I think it’s best for the 
player to work through the other chapters. Don’t 
worry, Professor K can fill you in on the details.

The animation is very interesting in this game. 
It’s styled like a manga, or boxy cartoon, with 
characters and objects having outlines. With that, 
characters usually only have one or two facial 
animations. This was deemed to be one of the 
first games ever to use cell-shading animation, 
which helps give off a cartoon-feel to it. I’m not 
saying it’s bad, just very interesting, and holds up 
well today.

Continued on page 20...

The game starts off as playing with a character 
called Beat, who wants to recruit two other 
players; Tab and Gum. These three characters are 
the foundation characters, though it’s import-
ant to note that you don’t have to play as these 
characters. You can just play as one character for 
most of the game, but I switch it up a little bit for 
variety. Each character has different statistics. 
Based on how much health they have; how many 
points they can get from tagging and how many 

cans they can hold. For example, health 
is really important if you want to get 

through the game as fast as you can, 
so choose a character like 

Combo or Slate. 
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In saying that, I absolutely love the level and 
character designs. The characters look diverse, 
and very interesting, in terms of clothing and 
even the design of their skates. And the levels 
are all so interesting. You’ll spend ages 
exploring each little zone, and working out 
where to tag, grind or escape the police.

But when it comes to the controls, they suffer 
as they age. The game flows fine, but the actual 
movements are a bit twitchy and jerky. And 
sometimes, you swear you landed on a rail to 
start grinding, or on a wall to start running but 
you miss it and lose damage, wasting a bit more 
time. The jumping and gravity is OK but can 
feel a bit light at first. The game isn’t unplay-
able, it just might take some time to get used to.

Of course, the other Non-Playable Characters 
are controlled with AI. And, sorry to say, the AI 
is really weak. Sometimes, if you’re tagging a 
spot and the police catch up to you, they some-
times just stand there and don’t react. Other 
times, you might see police and other enemies 
running around in circles, or into a corner. This 
is rare, but it happens

I have talked a lot about this game. There have 
been some beautiful parts, and some other 
small flaws. But do you want to know what the 
best part about this game is? The Music. It is 
absolutely fantastic. Most of the songs were 
made by the composer, Hideki Naganuma, with 
a few other bands and musicians, like David 
Soul and Rob Zombie.  The music is a combina-
tion of Electronic Dance and Hip Hop. Not once 
did I ever think “Ugh, this song is annoying” or 
“Man, I don’t like this song”. It was all beautiful 
in every single way. Props to SEGA for making 
this soundtrack one of my favourites.

At the end of the day, I thoroughly enjoyed this 
game. It was exciting, fast-paced and well put 
together. This is a game that will be very hard 
to get right on the first try, but it’s definitely 
one that’s worth checking out. This game is 
available on the Xbox Store and PlayStation 
Store for the Xbox 360 and One, as well as the 
PlayStation 3 and 4. The game is also available 
on PCs, via Steam.

PLEASE NOTE: Graffiti is a form of art 
style that is frowned upon in most 
communities. Different regions and 
country across the world have different 
laws. In saying that, the members and 
communities of SEGA Games Co. and 
Ambedo Magazine do not condone these 
behaviours.

Jet Set Radio, Review
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Ryan Peterson

When Kingdom Hearts 3 was 
first announced, the gaming 
world rejoiced. Finally, the 
sequel to the game that had 
released some 8 years and 2 
console generations ago was 
on its way. Fast-forward 3 
years and the game was re-
leased on the 29th of January, 
to clamorous fanfare. 

The game shone amongst the early releases for the new year, but 
slowly the shine faded and the nostalgia washed away. 

Don’t get me wrong, KH3 is a beautiful game. But it the 
experience of playing really doesn’t live up to the hype. Why? It’s 
just TOO EASY. Large-scale area of effect attacks are given to you far 
too often and clutter up the UI with long availability times. 

The game encourages you to use techniques that really take the 
challenge out of the game, which is disappointing. It really makes 
the gameplay experience feel one level of difficulty down on where 
it should be, especially given the game’s presence in a now well-
established series. The story of the ame doesn’t lend itself well to 
the overall feel of the game either, with the inclusion of Disney 
properties feeling particularly jarring, the worlds of Frozen and Big 
Hero 6 being prime examples of this. 

All of that aside, this game is a assault on the senses. As stated 
earlier, this game is incredibly polished in terms of graphics, and the 
music of Yoko Shimomura is a knockout, as is almost anything she 
composes. Some tracks are new, some are mixed with old songs to 
make more new songs and some are just more refined versions of 
original themes. 

Special mention goes to a boss theme that is genuinely, 3 boss 
themes mixed into one. Genius. (it’s called ‘Oscurita di Xehanort, 
for those curious). SO while this game isn’t an absolute knockout 

to play, it’ll certainly hits all the right spots on audio/visual 
presentation.

Kingdom Hearts III
Rabbit-holes and Plot Holes Galore!

Review
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Meet Fadak
Meet Fadak.  

Fadak is a young Australian lawyer, advocate for 
gender equity, a writer and fifteen years ago, she 
was a refugee from Baghdad, Iraq. 

Fadak is on a mission to unite Australians by 
reminding us of the strength that lies in Austra-
lia’s diversity. Fadak studied Law in Bendigo at La 
Trobe University and has used her skills and story 
to launch a campaign known as Meet Fadak. 

The Meet Fadak campaign serves to change the 
narrative around refugees and migrant communi-
ties.  This in turn facilitates the creation of a co-
hesive and inclusive Australia.  Fadak’s campaign 
has impacted thousands of Australians and has 
appeared in media outlets such the ABC, Al Jazeera 
and The Age. 

Fadak returned to Bendigo on the 15th of March to 
give the keynote address at the Community 
Human Rights Forum which was a part of the 
Zinda Festival. 

At the forum she remarked that her inspiration 
to begin the campaign and her work for equality 
largely comes from her family and upbringing. Her 
parents instilled in her strong values of courage, 
determination and strength. As a young child she 
saw her parents uphold justice and fight for 
human rights. Her Father’s side of the family were 
revolutionaries, who worked to topple Saddam 
Hussein’s regime. Consequently, some of Fadak’s 
family members have been imprisoned, tortured 
or killed as a result of the struggle. 

Yet despite this, her story remains to be one of 
hope.

Ashley Eadon
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She recounts her experience of beginning school 
at the age of 10 in Australia. She didn’t know any 
English and at times it was very difficult for her. 
However, at the forum she spoke about the 
welcoming and supportive environment that 
her school created. This environment gave her the 
opportunity to fly and excel.  

She believes telling her story is critical to ensuring 
this inclusive and welcoming environment is felt 
by all refugees and migrants in Australia. 

“Once people start relating to me and to my story 
then they realize I am just like them - we have the 
same values, we maybe have similar interests….
That’s when I think the walls are broken down.” 
But there is still more work to be done. 

At the forum, she spoke of the intense need for 
Australia to adopt a Bill of Human Rights and
Treaty with Australia’s first peoples. 

“We don’t have major mechanisms that we can 
enforce human rights abuses… we are behind 
when you compare Australia to other countries 
like New Zealand and Canada.”

In addition to this, a key theme of the night was 
youth leadership and the influence young people 
can have when they take a stand and fight for what 
they believe in. Fadak firmly encourages all young 
people to use their skills and voice to advocate 
for human rights and justice. She commended the 
work of the youth that were involved in the 
Bendigo School Strike 4 Climate Change. 

“Young people have a lot of energy and motivation. 
I remember when I was young and I wanted to 
change the world and I believed that I could.”  

Fadak’s story of hope and resilience relates 
to all Australians. Her story highlights how 
we should all, regardless of age serve to 
uphold community values, fight for justice 
and make sure the marginalized people of 
our country are heard and included. 
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King Midas

King Midas was the greatest King to ever live, all 
that he ever cared about was his money, gold, 
treasures and his power. But above all that he 
cared for his daughter. One day, he opened a 
secret door, which led to some stairs. He started to 
walk down them to another door, behind this was 
his treasure room containing all of his gold, jewels 
and valuables.  
This was a place that King Midas would often go to, 
just so he could count his coins. His greed kept him 
from telling anyone of this place, even his daughter. 
One day of this repetitive action, King Midas found 
a golden lamp with some strange writing on it. As 
he tried to read it, he rubbed the lamp to remove 
a smudge. Then, a mysterious man arrived. Midas, 
shocked, ran for the door. The mysterious man said 
‘I mean no harm to you Midas, do not worry for 
your life’ Midas, now puzzled and anxious, asked 
‘who are you, and what do you want?’ The man 
responded, ‘I am only here at your will, as I can 
grant one wish to you.’ Immediately, Midas said 
“anything I touch shall turn to gold!” The mysteri-
ous man thought for a moment, then replied ‘Your 
wish is granted, but should you ever want to undo 
your wish, go to the nearby river and drink from its 
water, then and only then shall the wish be lifted.”
And with that, King Midas leaves his room of 
treasures, runs up the stairs to a potted plant. He 
touches it and to his delight, the shimmer of gold 
meets his eyes. At first, he didn’t believe that his 
wish had been granted, but as the belief set in, so 
did his greed. He began to pick up objects of little 
or no value, to see what would become of them. 
After this, his hunger of gold turned into a hunger 
of food. 
So, his chef prepared a meal for him and his be-
loved daughter. He started to eat, stabbing the food 
with his fork and raising it to his mouth. As he did, 

the food glimmered gold. Frustrated, Midas turned 
to his daughter’s plate, picking, stabbing and 
shoving it towards his mouth. His daughter, upset 
by this behaviour left the table. 
Shocked by this, Midas thought for a moment, 
then left to console his distressed daughter.  As he 
reached out to embrace her, she turned into gold. 
Midas was distraught. He stormed back to the 
treasure room, where the mysterious man was still 
standing. Midas, now wanting for his wish to be 
undone, begged with the man to lift the wish, only 
for the man to say “I have already said what you 
need to do, and I won’t repeat it.” Now even more 
frustrated, Midas threatened the man’s life if the 
spell wasn’t reversed, only to be met with the same 
sentence he had said before. Frustrated, Midas left 
the man in the treasure room to sit at his throne 
and think. Hours went by before he remembered 
what the man had told him. Now 
feeling inspired, Midas found the nearest pot, 
which if course turned into gold, and rushed down 
to the river with it. 
Midas ran down to the bank of the river, filled the 
pot and carefully, he drank every drop of water 
from it. Quickly, he ran back to his castle, went 
straight to his daughter and embraced her. The 
gold dissipated, and she was her normal self again. 
Midas was relieved, and he promised her that all of 
the gold that he created would be given out to the 
poor people of the area, as he did not need it. His 
daughter, pleased by this change left to go about 
her business. Once again, the mysterious man 
appeared behind King Midas, and stated “King 
Midas, you have passed my test, for which you 
should be proud. Not many Kings can pass my test 
of care, and mindfulness.

 

Daniel Houston 

Short Story

This story is not original, though it is the same 
as the original; this story is an interpretation 
of the original 
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Ambedo is supported by the City of Greater Bendigo’s Inclusive 
Communities Team with funds provided by the State Govern-
ment’s Engage! Program. Ambedo does not in any way reflect 

the views or beliefs of the City of Greater Bendigo.
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want to get involved? find us at:

  
or email: ambedomagazine17@gmail.com

For Bendigo Youth   By Bendigo Youth  


